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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ISAKSON).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 19, 2001.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHNNY
ISAKSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

O Lord, You are our God. We will
extol You and praise Your name, for
You have fulfilled Your wonderful
plans of old, faithful and true.

From the barren earth You bring
forth new life. From injustice and dis-
aster You draw forth goodness and
promises that reshape the world. We
look to You, O Lord, ever faithful, in
the midst of darkness and fear, to give
birth to wisdom, at a time pregnant
with insecurity, and promise to
breathe forth integrity.

Bless this Congress with Your al-
mighty power and gentle grace. Let not

today’s problems be left for tomorrow,
rather lead this Nation to take steps
that prepare the way for Your swift
coming with justice and peace. Fulfill
in our day Your true promise of abun-
dant life and lasting security. We
praise Your holy name both now and
forever. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DOOLEY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DOOLEY of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 1-minutes from
each side.

FAILED SCIENTIFIC PROCESS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, well,
here we go again. Last week, the De-
partment of Energy changed the
ground rules once again for judging the
suitability of Yucca Mountain.

How convenient for them to change
the guidelines after scientists began to
conclude the natural features of the
mountain would not work.

You cannot change the rules of the
game once the game has begun, Mr.
Speaker. The audacity of the Depart-
ment of Energy is deplorable. First,
their own Inspector General cites 9
years of possible collusion of a corrupt
law firm; then, the GAO warns that the
plans the DOE has shown to Congress
and the Nevadans may not describe the
facility the GAO would actually build
and develop. And now, after changing
the regulations to suit their science,
we, the American people, are supposed
to trust them?

The Department of Energy should be
ashamed of itself. It is time to put the
safety of Nevadans and Americans
ahead of their own desire to win at any
cost.
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